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An account of the " Life-Histories and Larval Habits of the
Tiger Beetles " has been written by Shelf ord, 1908. Griddle
(1910) has done some work on this family.
The British species, which number four, belong to the genus
Cicindela (Fowler).
There is only one instance of the Cicindelidce being of any
economic importance, and that is in the East Indies, where the
larvae of some of the species of the genus Collyris burrow in
the stems of coffee plants. A species of Tricondylea is also
injurious to coffee. The remainder are carnivorous in both
stages and possibly beneficial.
CARABIDJE.
Carnivorous ground beetles.
The clypeus not extending laterally beyond base of antennae.
j                    Maxillae not hooked.
I
This is a very large family, having a wide range in both
temperate and tropical regions.
They are from small to moderate size and are usually of
sombre appearance, although there are a few species having a           ^
more vivid coloration.
The head is, as a rule, narrower than the thorax : the filiform
antennae are of moderate length. The mouth-parts are con-
spicuous and strongly predaceous. The eyes are large and in
some cases prominent. Wings are absent in some species, the
elytra then being soldered together. The legs are well-developd
>H | |                   and fairly long, except in a few instances when they are used for
digging, they then being shorter and more stoutly built. The
males have the basal tarsal joints of the fore-legs expanded.
Up to the present little has been found out as to the complete
life-history. In the case of Anihia sexguttata, however, the           (P
eggs are known to be about a quarter of an inch in length, oval,           |
white, and soft.   The larvae are slender, with large heads and           f
long mandibles. There are three pairs of moderately long
thoracic legs. The body gradually tapers and terminates in a
pair of cerci and an anal tube. They are of a dull colour and
are very seldom seen, living, as they do, in concealment most